PRONUNCIATION: 

Word stress (accent) normally occurs on the next to the last syllable. 

u-RA-tu Tish' 

There are 16 consonants and 5 vowels in Mairasi. The alphabet includes: a, b, d, e, f, g, 
i, j, k, m, n, o, p, r, s, t, u, v, w/y, ', 

In general, b, d, g, j, m, n, s, w, y are pronounced as in English. 

T is pronounced similar to English T and V is pronounced similar to English V. But 
these sounds in Mairasi use only the lips, as 'p' and 'b* do in both languages, rather than 
both the lips and the teeth. The lips remain partly open, allowing air to escape. 

"k", "p", and "t" are pronounced without the small puff of air (aspiration) that is present 
in English. 

*'r" is flapped with the tongue, and is similar to the *tt' in American English pronunciation 
of 'butter*. 



The apostrophe (') reprcsciils the glottal stop. It is pronounced with the stop of air in 
the back of the mouth as at the beginning and in the middle of the English word 'oh-oh'. 
It is found most frequently between vowels, e.g.: 

we'i 'banana' in contrast with 

wei 'night' 

"a" is pronounced as in English 'father', "e" is pronounced as in English 'led' or "a" as in^ 
English 'lame', "i" is pronounced "e" as in English 'be', "o" is pronounced "o" as in English 
'open', "u" is pronoimced "oo" as in English 'boot*. 

Vowels are often lengthened within words. This is written as a double vowel. 

eete 'egg* in contrast with 

cte 'anchor' 
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